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Mayor’s Column
By Weston Rolf

Hello Oak Grove,

I cannot believe we are coming upon the end of 2025. I 
also cannot believe I am just about to start my fourth 
year as your mayor. You know what they say, time flies 
when you’re having fun! 

We, as a city, accomplished a lot this year. One of the 
main things you probably noticed was our road projects. 
We had a lot of road projects, and they were hard to 
avoid, but the results were great. I am sorry if you were 
negatively affected by them during construction. You 
may have already noticed, but construction was also 
started on the new fire department and city hall. There 
has not been a lot of progress yet, but you will start 
seeing more movement mid to late winter. I would like to 
have seen the project move faster but there have been 
some supply chain obstacles. None of this was a surprise 
to us. We knew of the issues months ago, but the project 
will be completed before we know it.

We have been working hard to keep the levy/budget for 
2026 as low as we can. The council and I voted on the 
preliminary 2026 budget in September. We agreed on a 
4.95% increase to the levy, and a city tax rate decrease of 
.44%. You may ask what this means for you. By lowering 
the city tax rate, your city property tax is projected to 

decrease by 1.69%. This percentage is based off your 
2025 property value. The 2026 levy already includes the 
new fire department/city hall project. This project was 
the reason for the large levy increase in 2025. 

I have been asked by a few community members how 
their property tax decreases when the overall levy/
budget is increasing. That is a great question. The main 
reason is that cities like ours that experienced growth 
tend to have an increase in the levy because there are 
more services needed. For example, there are more 
roads to maintain and plow, as well as more emergency 
services needed. However, there are also more 
homeowners contributing and changes in overall market 
values, so that can lower the actual tax for all. 

The final 2026 levy will be voted on during our council 
meeting on December 8th, 2025. I should mention once 
the preliminary budget is set as it is now, the levy can 
be further reduced, but it cannot be increased. I would 
encourage you to attend the meeting on December 8th to 
learn more. 

The Oak Grove Park Commission is hosting our annual 
Christmas Tree lighting event again this year and is being 
held on Friday December 5th at city hall. The event is 
always a fun one. Well, maybe a little less fun when the 
weather is not cooperating but hopefully it will this year! 
I hope to see you there.

As always, if you have any questions, please contact me. 
I would also encourage you to follow me on Facebook 
and Instagram @rolfforsoakgrove for more information.

I hope you have a great Christmas and New Year! 

Weston Rolf
Mayor of Oak Grove

Notice of Proposed Final 2026 
Budget and Property Tax Levy 
At 6:00 p.m. on December 8, 2025, the City of Oak 
Grove will hold a Truth in Taxation meeting to 
receive public comments regarding the proposed 
2026 budget and levy. 

This meeting will be included as part of the regular 
City Council meeting. The meeting will be held 
at City Hall, 19900 Nightingale Street NW. Written 
comments will also be accepted. 

The preliminary budget can be viewed at www.
oakgrovemn.gov on the Finance Department page.

Fire Department News
The City was recently awarded a federal FEMA 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) in the amount of  
$323,809.52 to replace aging Self Contained Breathing 
Apparatus (SCBA) equipment. 
The Assistance to Firefighters 
Grants Program (AFGP) funds 
critically needed resources 
to equip and train emergency 
personnel, enhance efficiencies and 
support community resilience. 
The City has a cost share of 
$16,190.48 or 5%.
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City Administrator’s Updates
Loren Wickham
CITY ADMINISTRATOR

2026 Budget and Property Tax Levy

The City Council is working on the 2026 budget and 
property tax levy. The City Council will consider the 
final budget and levy at its regular meeting on December 
8th. Proposed property tax notices will be mailed out in 
November with preliminary levy and 2026 property tax 
information. The City Council approved the preliminary 
property tax levy in September with a 4.95% increase. 
The final budget and levy information is available at 
www.oakgrovemn.gov on the finance department page. 

Fire Station/City Hall Building Project

Kue Contractors, Inc. broke ground on the project this 
fall. Site grading, footings and underground utility work 
occurred this fall. Precast panels are being constructed 
and will be delivered and installed on site in the new 
year. For more information on the project visit the City’s 
website at www.oakgrovemn.gov

Animal Control

The City’s animal impoundment agreement with the 
Animal Humane Society of Coon Rapids will end on 
December 31, 2025. The City approved an agreement 
with Animal Care and Control (CACC) for full service 
animal control and impound boarding effective January 
1, 2026. Please call Anoka County dispatch if you have 
an animal control issue. For more information: www.
oakgrovemn.gov and www.companionanimalcontrol.com. 

Ordinance of the Month

The Mayor and Council are reviewing an ordinance or 
section of the City Code every month to: 

•	 To learn more about the City Code and ordinances 
within it

•	 To review and identify any issues with ordinance
•	 To review and determine if they still reflect the 

community values
They Council started with City Code Section 109-
194 Accessory Buildings. The Planning Commission 
is reviewing the code section now and will make 
recommendations to the City Council in November.  
The Council is currently reviewing Interim Use Permits 
(IUP) for Home Occupations. For more information visit 
the City’s website at www.oakgrovemn.gov.

Comprehensive Plan 2050

Every 10 years the City is required to update its 
Comprehensive Plan. The process starts with the 
Metropolitan Council issuing a system statement to the 
City. 

The Metropolitan Council issued the 2025 System 
Statement to the City of Oak Grove following the 
adoption of Imagine 2050, the updated regional 
development guide for the Twin Cities metropolitan area. 

This statement provides the framework for Oak Grove’s 
next comprehensive plan update, due by December 31, 
2028. The City will begin the Comprehensive Plan update 
in 2026.

Community Designation: Rural Residential – 
characterized by large-lot development patterns that are 
not served by regional sewer. 

Year Population Households Employment

2020 8,929 3,078 870

2030 9,700 3,450 1,120

2040 10,000 3,620 1,210

2050 10,600 3,870 1,320

Oak Grove’s growth projections remain modest, 
consistent with its rural designation and reliance on 
subsurface sewage treatment systems.

To view the system statement and for more information 
visit www.oakgrovemn.gov.

City Launches YouTube Channel

The City launched a YouTube 
channel to watch City meetings. 
The City’s YouTube channel can 
be viewed at www.youtube.com/@
oakgrovemn or www.oakgrovemn.gov.

Oak Grove Community  
Tree Lighting Event

City Hall Park  
Friday, December 5 | 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

Kick off your holiday season with your neighbors  
by attending the lighting event.

Food trucks, including The Brick Oven Bus 
(https://brickovenbus.com), will begin 

serving at 5:30 p.m. The tree lights 
will be turned on at 6:30 p.m. Get a 
photo with Santa Claus on the fire 
truck, check out the vehicles and 
equipment of the Oak Grove Fire 
Department and Anoka County 
Sheriff ’s  Office and enjoy the 

performance of the St. Francis 
High School Madrigal Choir.
Thank you to our event 

and tree sponsors: Agape 
Moments Photography, 

Integrated Protection Systems 
(IPS), A Family Tree, Brush and 

Electric Sign & Lighting.
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Featured Park
The Oak Grove Parks Commission will feature parks 
within the City. The first featured park is Robert C. 
Burman Estates Park located at 19078 Albatross Street 
NW in Oak Grove. The Parks Commission toured this 
park last summer. It is a neighborhood park that was 
dedicated to the public as a park in the plat of Robert 
C. Burman Estates approved by Oak Grove Township on 
June 26, 1978. 

Park Features
•	 2.2 acres
•	 Open Space
•	 Ballfield (softball)

For information on this and other parks and trails in the 
City visit the City’s website at: www.oakgrovemn.gov/
parks.

19045 Main Street NW, 
across the street from 
Early Childhood Family 
Center in Oak Grove.

OAK GROVE DROP OFF 
RECYCLE CENTER

Please visit www.oakgrovemn.gov,  
City Departments > Recycling >Recycling 

Center for more information.

Robert C. 
Burman 

Estates Park

The City of Oak 
Grove values its 
local businesses. 
To support and 
promote the success 
of commercial, 
industrial, and home-
based businesses 
in our community, 
the City has a Local 

Business Directory webpage. To search for an Oak 
Grove business or if you would like to have your 
home-based business listed on the page, please visit 
www.oakgrovemn.gov/business 

2050 195th Lane NW� 763-784-2688
Oak Grove, MN 55011� sterlingautodetail.com

SERVICES WE PROVIDE: 
High-Speed Buffing/Paint Correction 

Ceramic Coating | Waxing 
Carpet & Upholstery Shampoo 

 Engine Bay Detail | Headlight Restoration 
Paintless Dent Removal And Much More

Give us a call today!

Est. 1997

Sterling Auto Detail is family 
owned, and has been the  

North Metro’s premier detail  
shop for over 25 years.

A FAMILY TREE
AND BRUSH

SERVICE

Insured

Steve Pelton
(763) 413-0694

19920 Butternut St. N.W.
Oak Grove, MN 55011

Email: aftabs@comcast.net
www.AFamilyTreeandBrush.com

MEMBER
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The City of Oak Grove is offering a limited number  
of advertising spots in its quarterly newsletter.  
For more information please contact Loren Wickham 
at lwickham@oakgrovemn.gov or 763-404-7075.

Mayor For A Day Essay Contest
The Mayor for a Day Essay Contest, hosted by the 
League of Minnesota Cities (LMC) is now open for 
submissions.
To enter, 4th, 5th, and 6th graders can answer the 
prompt, “What would you do if you were mayor for 
a day?” for a chance to win $100 and recognition in 
Minnesota Cities magazine.
The submission deadline is Friday, December 12. 
Students and parents/caregivers can submit essays 
via an online form, a PDF attachment to an email, or 
United States Postal Service mail. All contest materials 
are available at www.lmc.org/mayorforaday, including a 
primer on what it’s like to be a Minnesota mayor.
In addition to the LMC contest, Mayor Rolf will select 
a winner from the Oak Grove students who submit to 
represent Oak Grove for a day. The winner will be invited 
to a future City Council meeting and will assist the Mayor 
by calling the meeting to order and leading the group 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. They will also present their 
essay before the Council and share their ideas on what 
they would do if they were the mayor. Additionally, 
they will have the opportunity to ride in a fire truck or 
snowplow. Winners will also receive a $25 gift card from 
Mayor Rolf.
Please also send the essay to westonrolf@gmail.com 
by December 12 to be considered. Your child must live 
within Oak Grove. Good luck.

STRONG & SONS Total Tree ServiceSTRONG & SONS Total Tree Service

Fits through a 38" opening

What we offer:
•	 Master climber
•	 Lawn friendly equipment
•	 Total tree removal
•	 Over 35 years experience
•	 Trimming & pruning
•	 Storm clean-up
•	 Brush cutting & removal
•	 Stump grinding
•	 Lot clearing
•	 Light weight portable 80' aerial lift
•	 Locally owned & operated
•	 Licensed | Insured | Bonded

VETERAN7 years in a row!

We match our competitors offers…  
they can’t match our service.

763-464-2867 Cell
Anoka County Area

Oak Grove Public Works will be trimming 
trees and brush throughout the City, 

including in the public right-of-way and  
on public property, this winter.
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2026 Recycle Days
Oak Grove City Hall

19900 Nightingale Street NW
8:00 a.m. to Noon

Spring Event
Saturday, April 25

Fall Event
Saturday, September 26

St. Francis Area Schools

Kindergarten Registration Events
Welcome Class of 2039! 

To provide families an opportunity to see their child’s school and learn more about the
registration process, each of the three elementary schools will be hosting a

Kindergarten Registration Event for Fall 2026 kindergarten students.

Jan. 12
East Bethel 

Elementary School
6-7:30 p.m.

Jan. 13
Cedar Creek 

Elementary School
6-7:30 p.m.

Jan. 15
St. Francis 

Elementary School
6-7:30 p.m.

Visit www.isd15.org/kindergarten or scan the 
QR code to learn more and register for an event.

Tree and Shrub Sale
The Anoka Conservation District (ACD) has started 
taking seedling orders for pickup at the end of April. 
The trees and shrubs are sold in bare-root seedlings 
or transplants, and most range in height from 12 to 18 
inches. The majority can be purchased in bundles of 
ten for $24 or twenty-five for $46, excluding tax. Native 
prairie seed is also available. You do not need to be an 
Anoka County Resident to order.
ACD promotes the restoration of native 
ecosystems by offering more native species 
and categorizing them based on their 
ecosystems. Why does this make sense to 
do? Native plants are best suited to the 
conditions of Anoka County. They can 
survive in various soils, with adequate 
moisture, and in diverse climates without 
requiring additional care. They naturally 
grow well together and complement 
each other’s characteristics. They are 
capable of forming the most complex 
and resilient ecosystems possible in 
this area, thereby providing the most benefit to local 
wildlife. Additionally, many of our natural communities 
have been reduced to a few acres due to agriculture and 
development, and are in need of restoration.
Get your order in today at https://anokaswcd.org before 
the district sells out!

Building Permits and Inspections
The City of Oak Grove contracts with Rum River 
Consultants for building permit review and inspections. 
Please visit their website at www.rumrivercc.com/
oak-grove for the link to Baseline, the online permitting 
system, and informational handouts for your project.
To find out if a permit is required, email  
permits@rumrivercc.com.
To schedule an inspection for an issued permit, please 
email inspections@rumrivercc.com or call 763-331-7722. 
Permit inspections may also be arranged using the online 
Baseline system.
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Snow Removal Tips
Oak Grove Public Works staff maintains over 130 miles 
of City streets. Please keep the following things in 
mind:
•	When streets are covered with snow, it can be very 

difficult for snowplow operators to determine the 
edge of the road. 

•	 Staking the curb/edge of the road with wood laths 
or fiberglass poles enables the operator to locate 
the edge of the road during the first or second 
snowfall. These markings are intended to be used 
as a guide for the plow operator, not as a fence 
protector along property. 

•	The City is not responsible for damaged sod/
landscaping or damage to the wood laths or 
fiberglass markers. 

Garbage Cans
Do not place garbage cans in the street, it makes it 
difficult to plow around them, for safety reasons, 
staff will not move cans out of the way, If the plow 
truck has to go around a can, there is a good chance 
the plow cannot get near the mailbox and this causes 
problems for your mail delivery person.

Plowing Across Roadways
Do not plow, shovel or blow snow onto or across 
any public street according to Minnesota State 
Statue #160.27.

Cul-de-Sacs
Since there are approximately 150 cul-de-sacs and 
dead end streets in the City, it takes a while for the 
specialized equipment to completely remove snow 
from them. The large snowplow may clear a portion 
of the street first, then the cul-de-sac equipment will 
complete the clean-up. Main City streets are cleared 
first with large plows before the smaller equipment 
begins clearing cul-de-sacs.

Sprinkler Systems
Many homeowners install sprinkler systems and place 
the sprinkler heads in the road right-of-way (along 
the curb). The City is not responsible to repair or 
replace any sprinkler head in the road right-of-way 
that is damaged during snowplow operations. It is the 
property owner’s responsibility to repair if damaged.

NO PARKING
Parking on City streets is not 
permitted during or after any 
snowfall event of one inch or 
more until the streets have been 
completely cleared. Parking on 
any City street for a period longer 
than 24-hours is also prohibited.

Contact Chief Rob Engler with questions, 763-404-7021
www.oakgrovemn.gov/jobs

OAK GROVE
FIRE DEPARTMENT

NOW HIRING
PAID ON-CALL
FIREFIGHTERS

To be eligible for this position 
you must:

•	Reside in Oak Grove or within a  
5.5 mile radius of their designated 
fire station.

•	Possess a valid Class D Minnesota 
Driver’s License.

•	Be willing to submit to a criminal 
background check, a physical, and a 
psychological test.
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763-218-1397 | www.cedarsepticandsewer.com
Here for all of your septic needs!
We also offer:
• Drain cleaning

• Pipe inspection and locating
• Portable toilet rentals

Tim Pham, D.D.S.

763-753-5336

Oak Grove Crossing | 3154 Viking Boulevard NW
Oak Grove, MN 55011

info@oakgrovedentalmn.com
www.oakgrovedentalmn.com

Now  
accepting  

new and emergency 
patients! 

Dental Implant 
Special

For a limited  
time.
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Website
www.oakgrovemn.gov

City Hall  
General Information
19900 Nightingale Street NW
Oak Grove, MN 55011

Phone: 763-404-7000
Fax: 763-404-7001

Monday-Friday  
except holidays
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Anoka County  
Sheriff’s Office
(Police non-emergency)
763-427-1212

Fire & Police  
Emergency
911

The Oak Grove Newsletter is a publication of the City of Oak Grove. Articles are provided by elected officials, staff and residents of Oak Grove.  
Your suggestions and comments are welcome! Printed on recycled paper with soy-based ink. 

Partially funded by the Anoka County Board of Commissioners and State SCORE funds.

City Council
Mayor 	 Weston Rolf	 wrolf@oakgrovemn.gov................... 612-385-4036

Council Member 	 Angie Bray Johnson	 abjohnson@oakgrovemn.gov.......... 763-331-5910

Council Member 	 Paul Tradewell	 pault@oakgrovemn.gov................... 612-910-7577

Council Member 	 John West	 jwest@oakgrovemn.gov................... 612-414-3513

Council Member 	 Mike Wylie	 mwylie@oakgrovemn.gov................ 612-845-5103

Monthly Meeting Schedule
City Council	 Second and last Mondays.................................. 6:00 p.m.

Planning Commission	 Third Thursday.................................................... 6:30 p.m.

Parks Commission	 Third Wednesday................................................ 6:30 p.m.

Mayor 
Weston Rolf

Council Member
Angie Bray Johnson

Council Member 
Paul Tradewell

Council Member 
John West

Council Member 
Mike Wylie

ATTENTION
Annual Street Light Utility Bills will be mailed to 

neighborhoods served by street lights in January. 

UTILITY CUSTOMERS
Sewer, water and street light customers can sign up for 

E-billing and autopay at www.oakgrovemn.gov/utilities or 
contact utility billing at 763-404-7000.


