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Mayor’s Column
By Weston Rolf

Hello Oak Grove,

Well, we made it through another long winter. I don’t know
if it’s just me, but I feel like winter lasts longer every year.
However you feel, | hope you had an enjoyable winter and
spring and are looking forward to the summer ahead.

Now that summer is here, so are road projects. We have sev-
eral projects again this year, but most of them will be com-
pleted soon. The only road project that will have a slower
start and finish is Cedar Drive between 181st Ave NW and
County Road 22. 1 am told this project should be completed
before the kids go back to school. As I have asked before,
please be patient with our staff and contactors. They are
working as quickly as they can, but things take time. Remem-
ber, it always gets worse before it gets better!

As I am sure you have seen, the new City Hall and Fire
Department project is well underway. The project should
be completed later this year. My goal is to have at least one
council meeting in the new building before my term ends. If
not, I am sure I will live another day!

If pickleball is your thing, I am happy to report we are con-
structing three pickleball courts this summer at City Hall. The
courts will be built between the new Fire Department and the
trees that we use for our Christmas tree lighting event.

[ am also excited to announce that our Park Commission
is working hard to design a Veterans Memorial site. The
memorial site will be constructed near the new pickleball
courts. [ look forward to this project getting started! More
information will be coming soon.

Our city will be participating in Night to Unite again this
year. Night to Unite will be held on Tuesday, August 4. 1 do

plan to be out and about visiting as many gatherings as |
can, so | hope to see you there!

By now, | assume you have heard that I do not plan to
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run for re-election. [ have enjoyed my time serving on the
Planning Commission, City Council, and as your mayor,
but it is time for me to move on. | truly appreciate the op-
portunity you have given me to serve you over the years,
and I do not take it lightly. We have a great council, and I
know the new mayor will do an excellent job leading and
representing us.

That does not mean [ am done serving you. The council and
[ set goals and priorities at the beginning of the year, and I
plan to move forward with them. I also plan to continue to
work hard until the end of my term.

If you need any help, please contact me. You can reach
me by phone, text, or email. You can also find me @rolf-
foroakgrove on either Facebook or Instagram.

I hope you have a great summer and enjoy time with
your family and friends! Before we know it, winter will
be here again.

Thank you,
Weston Rolf
Mayor of Oak Grove

CAST Fishing
Event

The Community and
Sheriff Together (CAST)
fishing event will be held
on Friday, August 7% on
Lake George. The Anoka
County Sheriff’s Office partners
with Fishing for Life to host a
Kid’s Fishing day and tournament.
Children are paired up with a Fishing Guide and
taken out in a boat. Trophies are given for the
largest Bass, Northern, Pan Fish, and more. All
equipment, bait, lunch, and entertainment are
provided for free. This event is open to children
ages 5 to 15. Registration will open for the event
on July 1%t For more information: https.//www.
anokacountymn.gov/1383/CAST-Fishing-Event
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TE3.432.T229 | www.agapamoments,.net

Sterling Auto Detail is family
owhned, and has been the
North Metro’s premier detail
shop for over 25 years.

High-Speed Buffing/Paint Correction
Ceramic Coating | Waxing
Carpet & Upholstery Shampoo
Engine Bay Detail | Headlight Restoration
Paintless Dent Removal And Much More

2050195th LaneNW  763-784-2688

Oak Grove, MN 55011 sterlingautodetail.com

City Administrator’s Updates

Loren Wickham
CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Met Council Population Estimates

The Metropolitan Council released preliminary population
estimates for Oak Grove. The Metropolitan Council
estimates that the City of Oak Grove had 9,269 people

and 3,210 households as of April 1, 2025. Household size
averaged 2.888 persons per household.

2025 Audit Complete

Bergan KDV Limited recently completed the 2025 Audit
of the City’s financial statements and presented it to
the City Council at their meeting on April 28, 2026.

A copy is available on the City’s website under the
finance department.

Fire Station/City Hall Building Project

Construction on the new Fire Station and City Hall project
will continue throughout the summer. The roof was
recently completed and internal and external concrete
work on the building and site is currently under way. The
project is expected to be complete by the end of the year.
For more information on the project and to view progress
photos (also on pg. 8) of the project visit the City’s website
at www.oakgrovemn.gov.
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OAKGROVE

DENTAL
Tim Pham, D.D.S.

763-753-5336

Now accepting |l Dental Implant
new and Special

emergency For a limited
patients! time.

Oak Grove Crossing | 3154 Viking Boulevard NW
0Oak Grove, MN 55011

info@oakgrovedentalmn.com
\ www.oakgrovedentalmn.com

www.oakgrovemn.gov



Elections Update

Primary Election: Tuesday, August
11th Polls open 7:00 am — 8:00 pm

General Election: Tuesday,
November 3rd Polls open 7:00 am
- 8:00 pm

Early Voting Dates Primary
Election

First day to vote early in person:
Friday, June 26th — Thursday, July
23rd only at

Anoka County Government Center
2100 3rd Avenue
Anoka, MN 55303

First day to vote early in person at Oak Grove City Hall:
Friday, July 24th — Monday, August 10th.

Primary Election Day: Tuesday, August 11th vote in
person at your precinct

*Note Oak Grove City Hall will only be open for early
voting 18 days before the Primary and General elections,
not the full 46 days of early voting.

**Note voters that want to vote before the 18 days of
early voting will need to absentee vote at the Anoka
County Government Center or they can request a
ballot by mail from Anoka County Elections. For more

Specializing in High Risk
Trimming and Removal

e 66 —- e Stump grinding
St @ % A 0ffers.. e Lot clearing
g [ MW“ * Light weight portable 80" aerial lift
*L“_EE'- ¥ 763-464-2867 Cell e Locally owned & operated

VETERAN

10 years in a row!

STRONG & SONS Total Tiree Servlce

Anoka County Area

information visit https;//www.anokacountymn.gov/220/
Elections-Voter-Registration

***Note completed absentee ballots can be dropped off
at Oak Grove City Hall any time during early voting

Candidacy Filing Period for City Offices

The filing period begins Tuesday, July 14, 2026, at 8:00
a.m. and ends at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 28, 2026 at Oak
Grove City Hall.

Early Voting Dates General Election

First day to vote early in person: Friday, September 18th —
Thursday, October 15th only at:

Anoka County Government Center
2100 3rd Avenue | Anoka, MN 55303

First day to vote early in person at Oak Grove City Hall:
Friday, October 16th — Monday, Nov 2nd.

General Election Day: Tuesday, November 3rd vote in
person at your precinct.

For more elections information including where you vote,
precinct information, sample ballots and more:

Oak Grove Elections:
https;//www.oakgrovemn.govy/elections
Anoka County FElections:
https./7anokacountymn.govy/elections
Minnesota Secretary of State:
https.//myballotmn.sos.mn.gov/

Fits through a 38" opening

What we offer:
¢ Master climber
¢ Lawn friendly equipment
¢ Total tree removal
¢ 35 years experience
¢ Trimming & pruning
¢ Storm clean-up
¢ Brush cutting & removal

e Licensed I Insured | Bonded

www.oakgrovemn.gov
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2026 Night to Unite
Neighborhood Get Togethers

Tuesday, August 4th

Strengthening Neighborhoods. Building Connections. Enhancing Safety.

NIGHT to UNITE!

Neighbors Joining Together Join the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office, Oak Grove Fire Department, Oak Grove

Mayor and City Council members for Night to Unite, an annual community event
in August that brings neighbors together to promote safety, partnership, and a

:, B e stronger community.
{ -
0 o " 1 Host a Neighborhood Gathering!
i Neighborhoods across Anoka County are encouraged to host block parties,

cookouts, or small gatherings. Deputies and your local fire department will
visit registered events throughout the evening.

For more information on the annual event or if you want to host a get-together
in your neighborhood this year visit: http.;//www.anokacounty.us/1979/Night-
to-Unite and to register https.//www.anokacountymn.gov/FormCenter/Sheriffs-
Office-13/Night-to-Unite-Registration-92

Eire]Bepartment Breakfast

_— gunda October fh
§:00 avw Noor

Fire Station 1
19900 Nightingale St. NW

The City’s YouTube channel

Jl} City Launches YouTube Channel can be viewed at
YO u Tu h e The City launched a YouTube channel youtube.com/@oakgrovemn

to watch City meetings. or oakgrovemn.gov.

www.oakgrovemn.gov Page 4 Summer 2026



Expanding Access to Lifesaving

Naloxone in Anoka County Anoka County
Sheriff’s Office

Anoka County’s Opioid Solutions Initiative (ACOSI)

has partnered with local organizations to place nasal

naloxone (Narcan) with more than 500 AED units Open HO“SC
across the county. Naloxone is a safe, easytouse med- 13301 Hanson Blvd. NW,
ication that can rapidly reverse an opioid overdose if Andover

administered promptly. Because opioid overdose is

a leading cause of accidental death, having naloxone Thursday, September 24th

available alongside AEDs helps ensure quick access
to this lifesaving tool. If you know of an AED location
that does not yet have naloxone and would like to
request a free supply, please contact opioids@anoka-
countymn.gov.

4:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

Sheriff Brad Wise and the staff
of the Anoka County Sheriff’s
Office invite the public to come

ACOSI also encourages individuals to have naloxone on and experience the office, as

hand. More than 30 naloxone access sites, including most well as the services provided

libraries, are available throughout Anoka County where to the citizens of Anoka

anyone can walk in and pick up free naloxone and fen-

tanyl test strips. A map and list of locations can be found County. Demonstrations, dis-

at https.//www.facesofthopeanoka.org/resources#pickup. plays, and opportunities to in-
Naloxone is not addictive, cannot be used to get intoxicated, and will not cause teract with some of the county’s
harm if given to someone who is not experiencing an opioid overdose. Minnesota public safety partners will also
state law allows anyone to carry and administer naloxone, making it an important be available. Food and drinks
tool for community safety. will be available for purchase

from local area food trucks.

Featured Park

The Oak Grove Parks
Commission featured park
this quarter is Oak Grove
Preserve Park located at
19760 Kiowa St. NW. The
Parks Commission toured
this park last summer. It is

a neighborhood park on the
west side of the City that was
dedicated to the public as a
park in the plat of Oak Grove
Preserve and approved by the
City on September 11, 1995.

Park Features

e 48.87 acres

¢ Playground

¢ Trails — paved and non-
paved

e Athletic Fields — baseball,
softball and soccer

¢ Pickleball Courts (2)

¢ Disc Golf Course

¢ Picnic shelters

e Skate Park

For information on this and other parks and trails in the City visit the city
website at: www.oakgrovemn.gov/parks

www.oakgrovemn.gov Page 5




Why Small Items Don’t Belong
in Your Recycling Cart

Recycling is most effective when we put the right items in the bin—and leave
the wrong ones out. One of the most common challenges at recycling facili-
ties is dealing with small, loose items. Things like straws, plastic utensils,
loose bottle caps, shredded paper, and other tiny objects may seem harm-
less, but they cause big problems once they reach the sorting equipment.

At recycling facilities, materials move quickly along conveyor belts and through
a series of screens, magnets, and other machinery designed to separate recycla-
bles by size and type. Small items easily slip through the cracks—literally. They
fall between the equipment, get mixed into paper or glass streams, or end up on
the floor. Once that happens, they are swept up and thrown away as trash. Even
if the items are made from recyclable materials, their size prevents them from
being properly sorted and processed.

You can still recycle small plastic caps and aluminum can tabs—but only if
they stay attached. Keep plastic caps screwed tightly onto their bottles, and
leave aluminum tabs connected to cans. When attached to a larger item, they
move through the sorting system correctly and can be recycled along with
the container.

By keeping small, loose items out of your recycling cart, you help ensure
that more materials are successfully recovered and fewer resources are
wasted. To learn what you can recycle at your curb and where to bring re-
cyclables not accepted in a curbside recycling cart, visit: AnokaCountyMN.
gov/RecyclingDirectory.

CEuUAR

SEPTIC & SEWER

763-218-1397 | www.cedarsepticandsewer.com
Here for all of your septic needs!

We also offer:
¢ Drain cleaning
¢ Pipe inspection and locating
¢ Portable toilet rentals

www.oakgrovemn.gov Page 6 Summer 2026



The Benefits of Compost and How Anoka
County Residents Can Get It for Free

Healthy soil is the foundation of thriving gardens, lush lawns, and resilient
landscapes—and one of the best ways to improve soil health is by adding
compost. Compost is a nutrient rich material created from decomposed
organic matter, such as leaves, grass clippings, and food scraps. When
mixed into soil, compost enhances its structure, boosts nutrient levels, and
improves the soil’s ability to hold water. This means plants grow stronger,
require less fertilizer, and are better able to withstand drought and disease.

In addition to supporting healthy plant growth, using compost is an easy
way to help the environment. By composting, residents help reduce waste, Cioy, o
support cleaner air, and return valuable nutrients back to the earth—cre- *\OAK

ating a sustainable cycle that benefits the entire community. GR@VE

Anoka County residents have an extra reason to celebrate the warmer

weather: free unscreened compost is available at all Anoka County com-
post sites. Bring your own shovel and bucket, and then get ready to use it in 2026 RecyCle Days
gardens, landscaping projects, or lawn improvements. Whether you’re prep- Oak Grove City Hall
ping garden beds for spring planting or enhancing soil around your home, 19900 Nightingale Street NW
this free resource is a great way to save money while improving your yard 8:00 a.m. to Noon
and the environment.

Fall Event
To find compost site locations, hours, and guidelines, visit AnokaCountyMN. Saturday, September 26

gov/compost.

OAK GROVE # MINNESOTR

SEPTEMBER 12-13. 2026
x FOOD. MUSIC, FUN %

LIVE MUSIC * CRAFT BEER * CLASSIC CAR SHOW * YOUTH & TEEN GAMES * BINGO/PULL TABS * FIREWORKS

19921 NIGHTINGALE ST. NW, OAK GROVE, MN 55011 1
WWW.ST-PATRIEKS.UEG

www.oakgrovemn.gov Page 7 Summer 2026



ST. FRANCIS

AREA SCHOOLS

oll in klndergarten for 2026- 2?'

BE A SAINT!

WE re lelng

Insured

A FAMILY TREE
AND BRUSH [ & ]
SERVICE [.[,|
19920 Butternut St MW,
Oak Grove, MN 55011

Steve Pelton
O (TEZ) 413-0694
C: (7T63) 286-5751

Email: afamilytreel@gmail.com

Tim & Monte Newell
Used, Thrift, Collectables,
Consignment, Crafts, Misc.

4 3162 Viking Blvd
LITTLE BIT (In Oak Grove Crossing Mall)

SHOP, g Oak Grove Mn 55011

763-285-71256
A little bit of this, 0 Y “like" us on
a little bit of that. ‘ i

Page 8 Summer 2026
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Fire Station/City Hall Building
Project Photos

Planning Commission
Opening
The City is seeking a citizen to fill the remaining

term of a Planning Commissioner.

If you are interested in being considered for ap-
pointment by the City Council, please complete the
advisory commission application, which is avail-
able at www.oakgrovemn.gov or at City Hall.




Notice of filing for
2026 City General
Election

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, to
the residents of the City of Oak
Grove, that a General Election
will be held in the City of Oak
Grove, in the County of Anoka,
State of Minnesota, on Tuesday,
the 3rd day of November 2026,
for the purpose of electing
candidates for the offices listed
below. The filing period for
these offices begins on Tuesday,
July 14, 2026, at 8:00 a.m. and
ends at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
July 28, 2026. Candidates for the
offices listed below need to file
with the City Clerk at Oak Grove
City Hall, 19900 Nightingale
Street NW, Oak Grove, Minneso-
ta. Office hours at City Hall are
8:00 a.m.to 4:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. However, office
hours will be extended until 5:00
p.m. on Tuesday, July 28, 2026,
to accept filings. A fee of $15.00
must be paid before an Affidavit
of Candidacy will be accepted.

Offices for 2026 General
Election

Mayor, four-year term

Two (2) Council Members, each
for four-year terms

Loren Wickham
City Administrator/City Clerk

WE GET TO THE ROOT
OF YOUR PROBLEMS

Licensed and Insured Contractor

o Tree Removal
e Tree Trimming
e Land Clearing

e Brush Hauling

"Locally Owned and Operating for over 37 Years"

e Stump Grinding —r= .
o Storm Damage %

Rivard Contracting is a tree removal/trimming service
that was established in 1989. We handle any size
project, with the most efficient equipment available. We
recycle all of the raw material from tree removal
projects at our 33-acre recycling facility in East Bethel,
Minnesota.

SPECIALIZING IN EAB
(EMERALD ASH

BORER) & OAK WILT | [VETERAN]
DISEASED TREE %m
REMOVAL

Ph: 763-753-7888
Mike: 612-919-5680

WWW.RIVARDCOMPANIES.COM
19801 HIGHWAY 65 NE, EAST BETHEL, MN 55011

OAK GROVE DROP OFF

RECYCLE CENTER

19045 Main Street NW, across the
street from Early Childhood Family

Center in Oak Grove.

HOURS
ays a Wee

2025 Oak Grove
Drinking Water Report

View the 2025 Consumer Confidence Report
(CCR) on the City’s website at

oakgrovemn.gov/ccr

www.oakgrovemn.gov
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Referenced Statutes: 169.222 Operation of Bicycle, 169.9 740y

ROAD

Electric-Assisted Bicycle
Requirements
e Must be 15 or older to operate.

* May operate in the same manner as provided for operation of
the other bicycles.

¢ Electric-Assisted Bicycles have:
- A Saddle
- Fully operable pedals for human propulsion

S T e

.

Motorcycles (Electric or Gas)

Requirements . g
¢ Valid License with a motorcycle endorsement. ! 3 L. '
¢ Are not allowed on bike paths or sidewalks. ot [

* Motorcycles must have: ﬁ .‘:'I §
- Operational headlights and taillights FJ» el
- At least on rear view mirror ; ij L
- Insurance Flaal LB
- All traffic laws apply to the operation on public roadways. =t

Motorized Foot Scooter
Requirements

e Must be 12 or older to operate.

¢ Protective headgear required for operators under 18 years old.
* Must be equiped with a headlight and taillight.

e Shall have the rights and duties applicable to the operator
of a bicycle.

ation of Motorcycle: Motor Scooter; Motor Bike 169.011

Definitions, 169 Motorized Foot Scooter |

No Motorized
Vehicles in
City Parks

In addition, No Motorized

Vehicles in City Parks, Trails
and Recreational Areas ex-
cept on a designated road-
way, and no person shall op-
erate a motor vehicle within a
city park at a speed in excess
of 15 miles per hour.

All-Terrain Vehicles and Golf Carts
on City Streets

The City Council last renewed the general permit for residents with a
valid MN drivers license to operate ATV’s and golf carts on city streets
in 2024. The permit is for operation on City streets only and does not
extend to county roads. For more information and requirements see
City Code Section 22-63 https.//bit.ly/3xd3d3x.

¢ For travel only on the far right hand side of the traveled lane (not
in the ditch)

¢ at the posted speed limit

¢ obeying all applicable traffic laws

¢ may only be operated by a driver with a valid MN driver’s license

The permit is reviewed every 3 years. The next renewal will be in 2027.

www.oakgrovemn.gov



E-Bikes, E-Scooters & More:
What Our Community Needs to Know

Electric-powered personal transportation—like e-bikes, e-scooters, motorized
bicycles, and e-motos—has become increasingly popular across Minnesota.
These devices offer convenience and fun, but they also come with important
safety rules and legal requirements that many families aren’t aware of. Below
is an overview of what residents need to know to stay safe and comply with
state law.

Understanding the Different Types of Vehicles

Not all electric-powered bikes and scooters are treated the same under Minne-
sota law. In fact, the type of device you or your child rides determines where it
can be used, what safety gear is required, and whether a license is needed.

E-Scooters Minnesota defines a motorized foot scooter as a small device with
handlebars, powered by an electric or small engine, that can reach up to 15 mph.
Riders must be at least 12 years old, may not ride on sidewalks, and must use
headlights and taillights. Helmets are required for anyone under 18.

E-Bikes Electric-assisted bicycles must have pedals, a motor of 750 watts or
less, and meet specific safety and speed standards. Riders must be at least
15, and helmets are required for those under 18. E-bikes may be used any-
where regular bicycles are allowed.

It’s important to note that modifying an e-bike—such as adding switches, al-
tering motors, or using apps to override speed limits—can disqualify it from
being considered an electric-assisted bicycle.

Motorized Bicycles These are not e-bikes. Motorized bicycles may be pow-
ered by gas or electric motors, can reach up to 30 mph, and require a driver’s
license or motorized bicycle permit. Riders must be at least 15 and may not
use sidewalks. Helmets are required for those under 18.

E-Motos (Electric Motorcycles) High-power electric motorcycles can exceed
50 mph and do not have pedals for human propulsion. Riders must be at least
16 and hold a motorcycle license or endorsement. They follow the same rules
as traditional motorcycles and cannot operate in parks or on sidewalks.

Why This Matters: Real-World Consequences

Minnesota and communities nationwide have seen tragic incidents involving
these vehicles. In Hastings, a pedestrian suffered a permanent brain injury
after being struck by a 14-year-old on an e-bike.

Locally, the death of a 15-year-old male in Coon Rapids underscored the
risks of riding gas-powered dirt bikes in areas where they are not allowed.
They young man was riding a vehicle classified as a motorcycle—requiring
registration, licensing, and restricted from sidewalks—when he swerved into
traffic and was fatally struck.

Why So Much Confusion?

Many parents and young riders are unaware of the laws. Retailers often give
incorrect information, products are easy to buy online, and even inexpensive
models can reach high speeds. Law enforcement also faces challenges due to
limited resources and the fast-growing number of devices on the roads.

How We Can Keep Our Community Safe

¢ Learn the laws. Knowing whether a device is an e-bike, motorized bicycle,
or motorcycle can prevent accidents and legal issues.

www.oakgrovemn.gov

e Talk to your children. Help them
understand where they can ride,
what safety gear is needed, and
why the rules exist.

¢ Model safe behavior. Use hel-
mets and follow roadway rules.

¢ Reach out if you're unsure. For
questions or concerns, contact
local law enforcement.

The Anoka County Sheriff’s Office
continue working to enforce state
laws related to e-bikes, e-scooters,
motorized bicycles, and other elec-
tric-powered vehicles. In addition to
enforcement, ACSO is committed to
educating riders and families about
these regulations to help prevent
injuries and improve safety in our
community.

By staying informed and encourag-
ing responsible riding, we can help
prevent injuries and protect every-
one who shares our roads, trails,
and sidewalks.

Parks Photo Confest,

The Parks Commission is
holding a 4 Seasons in our
Parks Photo Contest. Photo
entries are due by Wednesday,
March 31, 2027.
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Council Member
Mike Wylie

CouncillMember Council Member
Weston Rolf Angie Bray Johnson Paul Tradewell John West

.......................................................................................................................

Website Mayor Weston Rolf wrolf@oakgrovemn.gov
www.oakgrovemn.gov

Council Member  Angie Bray Johnson abjohnson@oakgrovemn.gov......... 763-331-5910

City Hall Council Member  Paul Tradewell pault@oakgrovemn.gov .................. 612-910-7577
General Information Council Member ~ John West jwest@oakgrovemn.gov ................. 612-414-3513
19900 Nightingale Street NW Council Member  Mike Wylie mwylie@oakgrovemn.gov................ 612-845-5103
Oak Grove, MN 55011

Phone: 763-404-7000 Monthly Meeting Schedule ”
b R City Council Second and last Mondays ........c.cccceeeeeeeerennenne. 6:00 p.m.
Monday—Fr'iday Planning Commission Third Thursday.......cccoeeeeenneeennneernreeene 6:30 p.m.
S Parks Commission Third Wednesday ..........cccceeevveviveeieeieecieeneeennen, 6:30 p.m.

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Anoka County
Sheriff’'s Office

(Police non-emergency)
763-427-1212

ATTENTION
UTILITY CUSTOMERS

Sewer, water and street light customers can sign up for
E-billing and autopay at www.oakgrovemn.gov/utilities or
contact utility billing at 763-404-7000.

Fire & Police

Emergency
911

The Oak Grove Newsletter is a publication of the City of Oak Grove. Articles are provided by elected officials, staff and residents of Oak Grove. n
Your suggestions and comments are welcome! Printed on recycled paper with soy-based ink.
Partially funded by the Anoka County Board of Commissioners and State SCORE funds. t ’



