History and benefits of state electrical inspections

e The Board of Electricity was established by the legislature in 1899 to license electricians in populated
areas to ensure the safety of electrical installations. The agency known as the Board of Electricity was
consolidated into the Construction Codes and Licensing Division (CCLD) in the Minnesota Department of
Labor and Industry (DLI) in 2005 along with plumbing, building, elevators, high pressure piping boilers
and other units.

e The first electrical license was issued in 1899. Initially, electrical licensing was only required in large
cities. Licensing has been administered statewide since 1937 and electrical inspections have been
performed statewide since 1951.

e DLI provides administrative support to the Board of Electricity. The board includes 12 members, 11 who
are appointed by the governor. The board includes a commissioner designee, electrical contractors,
technology contractors, electricians, rural utilities, an engineer, an electrical inspector and a public
member.

e CCLD’s electrical inspection unit and associated electrical licensing unit are self-funded with inspection
fees and licensing fees. The units do not appropriate any money from the legislature.

e There are no costs to any of the counties, cities or towns in which the department provides electrical
inspection service. The department is responsible for all costs for inspection service: online services, fee
collection, permit processing, inspection program and licensing program oversight, investigative and
enforcement activities, education, complaint resolution and numerous other responsibilities.

e DLI's iMS database is used to manage geographical information, projects, plan reviews, permits,
enforcement cases, licensing and other information for building, electrical, plumbing, elevator, boiler,
high pressure piping and other CCLD functions across the state. The iMS system is a cloud-based web
application that allows contractors and homeowners to file permits online, pay inspection fees with a
credit card and track all inspection activity. More than 95% of all electrical permits are online, and we
expect that number to continue to grow with the new, user-friendly iMS system. Typically, more than
120,000 electrical permits are filed annually, with as many as 160,000 separate electrical inspections
every year.

e The department is responsible for collecting and processing inspection fees and processing permits. The
department retains a small percentage of the fees to offset the costs of administering the statewide
electrical inspection program. The department also ensures that inspection fee shortages are collected
from installers and that inspection fee overpayments are properly refunded.

e State law requires all inspectors (state and municipal) to be licensed as journey person or master
electricians. Inspectors typically have an average of 30 or more years of experience in the electrical
industry.
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e The department has direct statewide authority over licensed electrical, elevator and technology
contractors and their licensed and registered electrical, elevator and technology workers. The
department is in the best position to conduct investigations, process routine or contested complaints
and administer disciplinary or enforcement actions against violators. Municipalities that provide their
own electrical inspections are firstly responsible for conducting inspection complaint investigations and
resolving any disputes or contested cases at the local level.

e Any errors and omissions directly related to electrical inspections are resolved by the department, not
the county, city or town.

e Due to the high volume of electrical inspections across the state, the department is able to maintain
inspection fees at very reasonable and acceptable levels and still provide exceptional inspection service.
The department is the electrical inspection authority for approximately 80% of the state’s population
and for approximately 99% of the land area of the state. Municipal, university and other inspections
make up the balance.

e Electrical contractors perform more than 90% of the electrical work in Minnesota compared to less than
10% by homeowners. The electrical industry overwhelmingly prefers state electrical inspections, easy
and instantaneous online permits and electronic payments, uniform, consistent and timely inspections,
reasonable inspection fees, effective and timely complaint resolution, timely code compliance, and
uniform enforcement of laws and rules.

e Statewide communication and electronic messaging services between electrical supervisors, inspectors,
the department, electrical contractors and homeowners provides for timely resolution to any
scheduling, inspection or technical issues that may come up during a typical workday.

e The electrical supervisors provide statewide coordination and oversight of special electrical inspections
for carnivals, circuses, celebrations, county fairs, festivals, tournaments, filmmaking and numerous other
short-term, temporary, transitory or other special events. Also, when communities begin the cleanup,
repair and rebuilding process after natural disasters or similar devastating and catastrophic events, the
department can promptly mobilize the necessary inspection services, staff and resources to ensure
electrical safety, proper licensing and thorough and timely electrical inspections.

e The electrical supervisors and inspectors regularly communicate with and cooperate with local building,
housing and fire officials and other public officials to ensure efficient and timely operations for all
parties, and to promote public safety and welfare for everyone.

e Wind, solar photovoltaic, biomass, gas turbines, energy storage, electric vehicle charging infrastructure
and other rapidly emerging energy technologies are being deployed in Minnesota. CCLD’s electrical
inspection staff are experts in this growing field.

For more information about state electrical inspections, contact the department at dli.electricity@state.mn.us
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